Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 NAIROB 05467 03 1352Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 COME-OO EB-07 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 
/081 W 

031356Z 109597/41 

R 031335Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7895 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY VICTORIA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NAIROBI 5467 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, KE 

SUBJECT: MAY DAY PROMISES BUT NO WAGE INCREASE YET 

REF: (A) NAIROBI A-28 OF APRIL 8, 1977, (B) NAIROBI 4038 

AT MAY DAY RALLY IN NAIROBI MINISTER FOR LABOR, JAMES 
NYAMWEYA, ANNOUNCED THAT GOVERNMENT WOULD SOON INTRODUCE 
NEW WAGE POLICY TO SERVE AS STANDARD INSTRUMENT FOR 
EMPLOYER-UNION COLLECTIVE AGREEMENTS. HE FURTHER 
INDICATED THAT EXISTING WAGE GUIDELINES WOULD BE 
REVISED BUT NOT WITHDRAWN, AND THAT MATTER OF MINIMUM 
WAGE INCREASE IS UNDER SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. IN CONTEXT 
OF NYAMWEYA'S COMPLETE ADDRESS, AND THOSE OF OTHER 
DIGNITARIES WHO SPOKE AT RALLY, IT IS QUITE CLEAR THAT 
MINIMUM WAGE WILL BE INCREASED, AND OTHER BENEFITS GIVEN 
WORKERS. DESPITE EARLIER OPTIMISM THAT QUESTIONS OF HOW 
MUCH AND WHICH OTHER BENEFITS COULD BE RESOLVED 
BEFORE MAY DAY, IT APPEARS PRESIDENT KENYATTA HAS 
NOT YET SIGNED OFF ON PACKAGE. 
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